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Worship Liturgy | March 29, 2020 

PREPARATION 
 
Apostles Church Brooklyn, 
 
With our physical gatherings being temporarily suspended, our leadership’s prayer is that our 
Church would, though not physically together, continue to be the Church: Worshiping God in 
Spirit and in Truth, sharing the good news of Jesus with our neighbors, and being salt and light 
for the world around us.  
 
As such, one way we want to serve you is by providing materials that can be used on 
Sundays for you to worship at home! If you gather with your roommates or family, consider 
having a rotation of people leading the group in call-and-response portions (Leader, All). If 
worshiping alone, try (if you’re able to) reading the content of the liturgy out loud, actively 
engaging God and his Word as you worship him.  
 
We encourage you to use this document, provided weekly, in conjunction with the streamed 
video sermons. If possible, in order to follow along with our planned liturgy as intended, begin 
by moving through the rhythms outlined in this document, and listen/watch the sermon in the 
middle-portion, following the section entitled, “Receiving of Grace.”  
 
Should you have any questions at all, you can always contact davidh@apostles.nyc for any 
instructions or suggestions! 
 
David Han 
 
IMPORTANT NOTE:  
Until further notice, Apostles Church Brooklyn is not encouraging people to gather in small 
groups beyond family/roommate gatherings, in order to adhere to NY State’s "New York State 
on PAUSE" executive order, a 10-point policy to assure uniform safety for everyone.  
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

● Reflection 
Take a moment in silence to pray and prepare your heart to worship God.  

● Call to Worship | Psalm 16:5-11 
Our worship begins each week with us being called to worship. We draw near to God 
because He desires to have a relationship with us, and because of how He has, through 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, made a way for us to be in relationship with Him. Whether 
we realize it or not, he is the one calling us to engage and experience his presence and 
love.  

● Hymn of Praise and Adoration  | Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 
● Confession of Sin 

Confession of sin happens within the context of relationship, both with God and each 
other. We confess together, in community, before a gracious God who has given us 
himself. Confession both acknowledges our need for mercy and celebrates the 
forgiveness found in Christ. 

● Hymn of Supplication | Your Labor is Not in Vain 
● Receiving of Grace | Romans 8:14-17a 

In the Gospel of Jesus Christ, we have been forgiven and redeemed of our sins. Take 
this moment to read from the scripture provided and be filled with hope as you’re 
reminded of God’s mercy and love for you.  

● Scripture Reading and Sermon | “Do Not Be Anxious” (Matthew 6:25-34) 
● Response: Communion 
● Hymns of Response | Come Thou Fount 
● Benediction 

The benediction is often spoken over the congregation by a pastor or elder, meant to be 
a blessing over us as we depart from Sunday gatherings. Though we are not physically 
together during this time of worship, the Lord has still set many good works before us in 
the days ahead, and we’ll need his grace to follow him well. If worshiping with others, try 
having one person read over the group! 
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CALL TO WORSHIP | PSALM 16:5-11 (NIV) 
 
As we begin our time of worship, we’ll be reading from Psalm 16, in which the Psalmist models 
what it looks like to place all of our hope and trust in God alone, even when our circumstances 
may cause unrest and anxiety within our souls.  
 
In the midst of the chaos that surrounds us, let’s remember that for those the Lord has chosen 
and called his own, he will not abandon, nor will he allow us to see decay.  
 
Even more, his promise is that he will lead us in the path of eternal life, and fill us with complete 
joy in Christ. So let’s place our hope and find our security in God today.  
 
Join me in responding to this call to worship, and let’s read together from Psalm 16:  
Leader: Lord, you alone are my portion and my cup; you make my lot secure. The boundary 
lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; surely I have a delightful inheritance. 
All: I will praise the Lord, who counsels me; 
even at night my heart instructs me. I keep my eyes always on the Lord. With him at my right 
hand, I will not be shaken. 
Leader: Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also will rest secure, 
because you will not abandon me to the realm of the dead, nor will you let your faithful one see 
decay. 
All: You make known to me the path of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence, with 
eternal pleasures at your right hand. 
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HYMNS OF PRAISE & ADORATION 
 
Praise to the Lord | Public Domain; Joachim Neander 
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation 
O my soul, praise him, for he is thy health and salvation 
All ye who hear, now to his temple draw near  
Join me in glad adoration  
 
Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work and defend thee 
Surely his goodness and mercy, here, daily attend thee 
Ponder anew what the Almighty can do 
Who, with his love, doth befriend thee  
 
Praise to the Lord, who has fearfully, wondrously made thee 
Health hath vouchsafed, and, when heedlessly falling hath stayed thee 
What need or grief, ever hath failed of relief?  
Wings of his mercy did shade thee 
 
Praise to the Lord 
Let all that is in me adore him 
All that has life and breath  
Come now with praises before him! 
Let the AMEN sound from his people again 
Let the AMEN sound from his people again 
Gladly forever adore him.  
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CONFESSION OF SIN 
 
“What need or grief, ever hath failed of relief?  
Wings of his mercy did shade thee” 
 
Indeed, for those of us in Christ Jesus - God’s promise is an unending stream of grace and 
mercy - even in the midst of our shortcomings and moments of unbelief.  
His promise is that he is always faithful, even when we are faithless.  
 
In light of this, friends - let’s confess before God how we have been faithless, how in these 
times of uncertainty and confusion - we’ve tried to build up our own security and defenses, 
thinking of ourselves first and foremost.  
And let’s confess of how desperately we need his forgiveness, healing, and presence.  
 
Join me in this prayer:  
 
Leader: Lord Jesus Christ,  
We come before you in humility and honesty, and confess before you and one another that we 
are unraveling at the seams; in desperate need of your presence, and healing love.  
As you came to a blind man and gave him sight, come to us in our darkness and show us the 
things we cannot see. 
As you came to a man tormented in his mind and gave him peace and healing, come to us in 
our tensions and make us whole. 
As you came to Lazarus, who was dead, and brought him from the grave, come to us in our 
deadness and bring us to real life now with our living Lord. 
 
All: Lord Jesus Christ, you came not to be served but to serve. 
But we confess that we see life the other way around: we take what we do not give; we exploit 
whom we have not helped; we use what we have not earned. 
As you came to a dying thief and promised him paradise, come to us now in forgiveness and 
give us hope. In your name, Lord, we pray. Amen. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

5 



 

APOSTLES CHURCH BROOKLYN 
Worship Liturgy | March 29, 2020 

HYMN OF SUPPLICATION 
 
Your Labor is Not in Vain | The Porter’s Gate; CCLI #11026168 
Your labor is not in vain 
Though the ground underneath you is cursed and stained 
Your planting and reaping are never the same 
Your labor is not in vain 
 
Your labor is not unknown 
Though the rocks they cry out and the sea it may groan 
The place of your toil may not seem like a home 
But Your labor is not unknown 
 
I am with you, I am with you 
I am with you, I am with you 
For I have called you, called you by name 
Your labor is not in vain 
 
The vineyards you plant will bear fruit 
The fields will sing out and rejoice with the truth 
For all that is old will at last be made new 
The vineyards you plant will bear fruit 
 
I am with you, I am with you 
I am with you, I am with you 
For I have called you, called you by name 
Your labor is not in vain 
 
The houses you labored to build 
Will finally with laughter and joy be filled 
The serpent that hurts and destroys will be killed 
And all that is broken be healed 
 
I am with you, I am with you 
I am with you, I am with you 
For I have called you, called you by name 
Your labor is not in vain 
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RECEIVING OF GRACE | ROMANS 8:14-17a 

 
Friends, let’s read these words from Romans Chapter 8, and be reminded of the amazing hope 
that God gives us in the Gospel: 
 
For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. The Spirit you received does 
not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about 
your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” The Spirit himself testifies with 
our spirit that we are God’s children. Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God 
and co-heirs with Christ.  
 
What incredible news this is! We don’t have to drag our feet and live on as slaves to fear and 
anxiety - but you and I are free to trust and rest in God whom we can call “Abba Father,” 
because of what Jesus has done for us on the cross.  
 
In his death and resurrection on our behalf, you and I have been adopted into God’s family, 
washed clean of our sins, and given his Spirit, which empowers us to freedom, assurance, and 
peace.  
 
Take this time to enjoy and experience this peace offered to us in Christ - and we’ll be hearing 
from God’s Word in a moment as Pastor Derek teaches from Matthew Chapter 6.  
 
 

SCRIPTURE READING | MATTHEW 6:25-34l ESV) 
 
“Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, 
nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than 
clothing? Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet 
your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And which of you by 
being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? And why are you anxious about 
clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, 
even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass 
of the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more 
clothe you, O you of little faith? Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or 
‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and 
your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. But seek first the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. 
 
“Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient 
for the day is its own trouble. 
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SERMON | “Do Not Be Anxious” 
 
You can access the sermon via the instructions provided to you.  
If you’ve chosen to print this document out, feel free to use the space below for notes! 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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RESPONSE: COMMUNION 
 
In response, we encourage you to practice the sacrament of communion together in your 
homes. This is a vital practice that Jesus instructs us to keep (Luke 22:19-20) as a way to 
remember the good news of the gospel. We believe in the priesthood of all believers (1 Peter 
2:9) and affirm you in doing this together during this time of Digital Gatherings. We simply ask 
that you strive to limit the Lord’s Supper to professing, baptized believers in Jesus as the Bible 
commands (1 Corinthians 11:27-28). This sacrament is not intended for nonbelievers. 
 
Leader: To remember Jesus’ sacrificial work of forgiveness and love in the gospel, Jesus 
instituted the Lord’s Supper the night before his crucifixion – the sacrament of communion. This 
is a family meal to remember the unstoppable hope we have in Jesus. The bread symbolizes 
his body, broken for you. And the cup symbolizes the blood of Jesus, poured out for you. 
 
It is in Jesus’ sacrifice for us that we are completely forgiven and made the Father’s children. So 
let’s embrace our forgiveness and our adoption this morning by receiving communion. Take a 
moment and assess where in your hearts you are trying to be God or are hoping in someone or 
something other than him. Quietly confess and turn your hope to Jesus. 
 
Provide a moment of silence for quiet confession followed by a prayer to close the time. 
 
Leader: We will now pass out the bread and cup. Once we all have this, let’s say out loud 
together “this is his body, broken for us” before we all take the bread at the same time. Then we 
can say out loud together “this is his blood, poured out for us” before taking the cup at the same 
time. 
 
If you feel uncomfortable practicing the Lord’s Supper in light of COVID-19 or a lack of a pastor 
being present, feel free to take this time to pray together as a response to Psalm 131 and then 
move on to the Hymn of Response. 
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HYMN OF RESPONSE 
 
Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing | Public Domain; Robert Robinson 
Come, thou Fount of every blessing, 
Tune my heart to sing thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
Call for songs of loudest praise. 
Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
sung by flaming tongues above. 
Praise the mount I'm fixed upon it 
mount of God's redeeming love. 
 
Hither to, thy love has blessed me  
Thou hast drawn me to this place 
And I know thy hand will lead me 
Safely home by thy good grace 
Jesus sought me when a stranger 
Wandering from the fold of God  
He to rescue me from danger 
Interposed his precious blood  
 
Oh, to grace how great a debtor 
Daily I'm constrained to be! 
Let thy goodness, like a fetter, 
Bind my wandering heart to thee: 
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 
Prone to leave the God I love; 
Here's my heart, O take and seal it; 
Seal it for thy courts above. 
 
How his kindness yet pursues me  
Mortal tongue can never tell  
Clothed in flesh, till death shall loose me 
I cannot proclaim it well  
O that day, when freed from sinning 
I shall see thy lovely face! 
Then clothed in blood-washed linen 
How I’ll sing thy sovereign grace  
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BENEDICTION  
 
Read and receive the words of this benediction, a blessing spoken over you for the week 
ahead.  
 
Leader:  
Brothers and Sisters,  
In all the Lord has set before you in the days ahead, do not fear; do not be afraid.  
God has chosen you and has not rejected you.  
Be not dismayed, for your God will strengthen you, help you, and uphold you in every good 
work and deed. May the blessing of our Triune God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with you 
always.  
 

● Adapted from Isaiah 41 
 
Doxology 
Praise God from Whom all Blessings flow; 
Praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  
 
Leader: Let us go forth to love and serve the Lord in the days ahead. 
All: Amen. Thanks be to God! 
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Apostles Creed | Statement of Faith 
 
The Apostles Creed is a historic statement of faith, written about 300 years after the birth of 
Jesus Christ, that outlines many of the foundational beliefs and doctrines of the Christian faith.  
 
Being that we are not physically gathered together, as you read through this creed, be 
reminded that you’re reading a statement of faith that has woven God’s church together across 
many denominations, geographies, and generations.  
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth; 
 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; 
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Ghost, 
the holy catholic Church*, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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