
 

Finding an Identity 

SONS & DAUGHTERS 
 
Week 3 – July 9-15 
• Passage: Romans 8:12-17 
• Memory Verse: “For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, 

but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! 
Father!”” (Romans 8:15, ESV) 

• Main Idea 
o In your own words, what is the main idea of this passage?  
o How would you summarize the main idea of the sermon this week? 

• Applying God’s Word in Community 
o “So then” (v.12) connects this passage back to the previous section we explored last 

week (Rom 8:1-11). How does our identity as sons & daughters relate to our union 
with Christ? 

o Consider your relationship with God the Father. How do you think he feels about 
you? What do you sense his posture is toward you? 

§ Now compare that to what v.15 declares. Are there areas where your 
perspective on your relationship with God needs to be reoriented? 

o In what situations are you prone to forget your identity as God’s precious child? 
Specifically, what is something you could do in those moments to be reminded of and 
walk in the truth of your identity? 

o How would your perspective on trials and suffering be different if you embraced what 
v.17 reveals about suffering for God’s children? 

o Think of one of your neighbors who is not a Christian. What would it be like if he or 
she were adopted as a child of God? Do you believe that could actually happen? 

• Prayer – As children of the Father and co-heirs with Christ let us turn to God in prayer! 
o Adoration – What does it reveal about God that he would make people like us his 

children? Spend time adoring and praising him for this. 
o Confession – What does it say about God when you live like he is not your Father? 

What does it say about him when you live in fear? Spend time confessing to him, and 
someone else, asking for forgiveness because you are in Christ. 

o Thanksgiving – Meditate on the reality that God has forgiven you because of Jesus’ 
work on your behalf. Thank Jesus for purchasing your adoption. Show your thanks by 
enjoying it and its benefits. 

o Supplication – Ask God for his help to internalize and live more fully out of this 
facet of your identity. 



 

Finding an Identity 

• Going Deeper – God’s adoption of us as sons & daughters through Christ is impossible to 
fully grasp, yet earthly adoption serves as one tangible pointer to its depth. 

o Watch this short video about the adoption story of one family in our church, the 
McCuistons:  (vimeo.com/78553678). 

o How does earthly adoption reflect God’s spiritual adoption of his children? 
o What challenges/obstacles would keep you from adopting? 
o What opportunities/blessings might you and others experience through adoption? 
o If you want to learn more: 

§ Talk with your CG Leader or one of your pastors to connect with one of the 
families who have adopted in our community. 

§ Explore the website of one of our partnering adoption organizations, Lifesong 
for Orphans:  (www.lifesongfororphans.org/). 

  


