
 

Finding an Identity 

EXILES 
 
 Week 4 – July 16-22 
• Passage: 1 Peter 2:9-12 
• Memory Verse: “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 

people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who 
called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.” (1 Peter 2:9, ESV)  

• Main Idea 
o In your own words, what is the main idea of this passage?  
o How would you summarize the main idea of the sermon this week? 

• Applying God’s Word in Community 
o Do you ever feel like an exile or sojourner as a Christian in New York? 

§ What challenges does that present? What opportunities? 
o What benefits has God given to Christians according to this passage? 

§ How did we receive these benefits? What did we do? 
§ For what purpose has God bestowed these benefits on us? 

o How does our holiness as individuals and as a community impact the non-Christians 
around us? (vv.11-12) 

o What “good deeds” (v.12) of your CG and you are visible to your neighbors? 
• Prayer – We cannot will ourselves to walk in our true identities; let us turn to God together! 

o Adoration – This passage highlights God’s purpose for the church in his larger plan 
of redemption. Think on him and his work and spend time praising him in response. 

o Confession – Where does your view of yourself differ from God’s declaration of your 
identity in vv. 9-10? Confess to God and someone else in your group where you have 
failed to believe and live out this identity. Ask for forgiveness through Jesus. 

o Thanksgiving – God has bestowed on you and us the unmatched privilege of being 
his chosen people. Spend time meditating on the different aspects of our identity that 
God has granted us in Christ from this passage. Thank him for Christ and all these 
benefits. 

o Supplication – Where do you need God’s help to walk out your identity as an “elect 
exile” (1 Peter 1:1)? Where does your CG need his help? Spending time asking him.  

• Going Deeper: 
o Mission on the Margins - In their book Everyday Church, Tim Chester and 

Steve Timmis argue that in a culture where Christianity is increasingly marginalized, 
it becomes easy to dismiss individuals living for Christ as “eccentric”, however, a 
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community living for Christ that expresses counter-cultural love motivated by the 
gospel becomes harder to dismiss. (134) 

§ What is one tangible thing your Community Group could do together to 
provide a more compelling and public gospel witness in your neighborhood 
this summer? 

§ When and how are you going to do that? 
  


