
 

 

DON’T TURN BACK - Galatians 4:7-11 
 
December 10-16 
 
Engaging God’s Word in Community: 
 
Read – Read the passage in its context through several times. Read it slow enough to get the 
sense of the flow and the particulars of what God is communicating through it. Recall the larger 
context of the entire letter as you read this portion. Consider these questions: 
• What things are emphasized, repeated, related in this passage? 
• What do you notice about God? What is God doing? 
• What does it reveal about people? 
 
Examine – Next, try to understand the specifics of what the passage is communicating. 
• In your own words, what is the main idea of this passage? 
• What was the main point of the sermon from Sunday? 
• What do you learn about God’s character from this passage? 
• What do you learn about the gospel? 
• How do you think Paul wanted the Galatians to respond to these words? 
 
Apply – After seeking to understand God’s Word in this passage, consider how he intends to use 
it in your heart and life now. 
• Where might you be spiritually enslaved? (v.9) 
• What difference would it make if you wholeheartedly embraced being “known by God”? (v.9) 
• How do you think God wants you to apply this passage this week, with his help? 
 
Pray – We have been leaning our ear to God’s Word, now respond together to him in prayer. 
• As always, the rhythm of Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving, and Supplication may 

be helpful to guide your prayers. 
 
Living in Light of the Gospel  
Galatians has revealed the difference between a life animated by the law (seeking to prove one’s 
self before God) versus life animated by the freedom of the gospel and God’s free gift of 
justification before God through faith alone. Here are some suggestions to help you invite the 
truth of the gospel to manifest more deeply in your life: 
 



 

 

Assessing Your Calendar – This passage presses into what animated the rhythms of life of 
the Galatians (v.10). Their pursuits to justify themselves by religious practices were evident in 
their communal and individual schedules. Scan your calendar for the past month, or look ahead 
to what you have planned for the remainder of the year. What do you or they notice from it? 
What areas are animated or motivated by your identity as a child of God, justified by faith in 
Christ’s righteousness? What areas suggest pursuits to justify or prove yourself? In light of the 
gospel, so clearly revealed in Galatians, what might you be free to change in how you use your 
time? 
  
Advent Invites – If life animated by Christ is truly good news, we have the privilege and 
responsibility of sharing it! Continue to consider whom you can invite to join for a Sunday 
worship gathering during Advent (Dec. 3, 10, 17, 24) as a complement to your and your group’s 
evangelism with your neighbors locally. 


