
 

 

WHO TO TRUST? - Galatians 4:12-20 
 
December 17-23 
 
Engaging God’s Word in Community: 
 
Read – Read the passage in its context through several times. Read it slow enough to get the 
sense of the flow of what God is communicating through it. Recall the larger context of the entire 
letter as you read this portion. Consider these questions: 
• What things are emphasized, repeated, related in this passage? 
• What do you notice about God? What is God doing? 
• What does it reveal about people? 
 
Examine – Next, try to understand the specifics of what the passage is communicating. 
• In your own words, what is the main idea of this passage? 
• What do you learn about God and his gospel from this passage? 
• How do you think Paul wanted the Galatians to respond to these words? 
 
Apply – After seeking to understand God’s Word in this passage, consider how he intends to use 
it in your heart and life now. 
• Presentation – Do you have a pattern of regularly presenting your weakness and need to 

others? To God? If not, how can the gospel be greater news to you in this area? 
• Agenda –If you’re honest, whose image are you seeking to form in those around you? Can 

your agenda in relationships be trusted? 
• Content – What messages are loudest in your life? Are they full of what you must do but 

devoid of the truth and power of what Christ has done and is doing? 
• How do you think God wants you to respond to this Word? With the help of his Spirit, what 

does he want you to think, feel, and do because of it? 
 
Pray – We have been listening to God’s Word; now respond together to him in prayer. 
• As always, the rhythm of Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving, and Supplication may 

be helpful to guide your prayers. 
 
Living in Light of the Gospel  
Galatians has revealed the difference between a life animated by the law (seeking to prove one’s 
self before God) versus life animated by the freedom of the gospel and God’s free gift of 



 

 

justification before God through faith alone. Here are some suggestions to help you invite the 
truth of the gospel to manifest more deeply in your life: 
 
Advent Offering – Talk together as a group about the opportunity to become greater owners 
of the mission of the church by investing financially in the Advent Offering. Ask each other what 
else you’re investing in this holiday season. How does the gospel influence how you think about 
this opportunity? Here are the details if you need more specifics: 
 
Our Advent Offering is a tangible way to help move us closer to our vision of glorifying 
God by making and maturing disciples who live in such a way that their neighbors 
have repeated opportunities to hear, experience, and respond to the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. Our goal is $50,000. 75% will help meet our year end goals for internal giving. 
The other 25% will join the contributions of our sister Apostles Network Churches, 
specifically supporting Love146 as it fights child sex trafficking domestically and 
internationally. You can give online  (please be sure to choose the "AO - Uptown" line) 
or give in service by cash or check (designate "AO - Uptown" in the memo line). 
  
Advent Invites – If a life animated by Christ is truly good news, we have the privilege and 
responsibility of sharing it! Continue to consider whom you can invite to join for a Sunday 
worship gathering during Advent (Dec. 3, 10, 17, 24) as a complement to your and your group’s 
evangelism with your neighbors locally. 
 


