
 

 

MEMBER – March 4 
 
1 Corinthians 12:12–27 (ESV) — 12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of 
the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—
Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit. 14 For the body does not consist of one 
member but of many. 15 If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would 
not make it any less a part of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to 
the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would be the 
sense of hearing? If the whole body were an ear, where would be the sense of smell? 18 But as it is, God arranged the 
members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19 If all were a single member, where would the body be? 20 
As it is, there are many parts, yet one body. 21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again 
the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22 On the contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are 
indispensable, 23 and on those parts of the body that we think less honorable we bestow the greater honor, and our 
unpresentable parts are treated with greater modesty, 24 which our more presentable parts do not require. But God 
has so composed the body, giving greater honor to the part that lacked it, 25 that there may be no division in the 
body, but that the members may have the same care for one another. 26 If one member suffers, all suffer together; if 
one member is honored, all rejoice together. 27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 

 
Read & Examine – As you read the passage together in its context, consider these questions: 
• In your own words, what is the main idea of this passage? 
• In your own words, what was the main idea of the sermon? Recall the main points: (1) The 

Meaning of Membership, (2) The Barriers to Membership, (3) The Way to Membership 
 
Apply – Consider how God intends to use his Word to shape your heart and life now. 
• Consider your most frequent pains with Christian community. With this passage in mind, 

how do you think Paul would either challenge or encourage you? 
• How do you tend to be consumeristic with your relationships in the church? What would it 

look like if those relationships became more covenantal? 
• Are there any capacities in the church where you tend to see yourself as indispensable? Are 

there ways you feel easily dispensable or useless to the church? 
• Can you think of instances where you felt a deep connection to the experiences of others in 

your community (v.26)? How might you grow in sharing the experiences of your community? 
• How is God leading you into repentance in response to this Word on the way to truer life? 
• Where are you being invited to live out of deeper belief in the gospel because of this passage? 
 
Pray – We have been listening to God’s Word, now respond together to him in prayer. 
• Imagine together what spiritual revival could look like across our entire community. Spend 

time engaging God over it and asking for his help in cultivating it. 
• 3 People – Continue praying for the people God has placed on your group’s hearts this Lent. 


