SUMMER 2018
Staying Connected to Christ & Community - This summer our sermon series will lead us
together through Paul’s letter to the saints (Christians) at Philippi. Summer often disrupts the
community and personal rhythms established during the year, while at the same time creating
new opportunities. Travel, summer Fridays, picnics in the park all offer opportunities for leisure,
but are insufficient to grant soul rest and satisfaction. God grants these deep joys to his people
only through relationship with him and the community of the church. So, we offer this Guide as
a tool to help tether you and your community to Christ and his people throughout the summer.
Read & Examine – The Bible is revelation, meaning it reveals something, or most accurately
someone…God himself. Cultivating a practice of asking these questions of whatever passage you
are engaging (e.g. Sunday’s Philippians passage, a Bible Reading Plan passage) is one way to
press in to see what God is revealing about himself, his work, and what that means for our lives.
• What does this passage reveal about who God is? About what God has done? What do those
answers say about who you are?
• Does this week’s passage intersect with any of the larger themes of Philippians?
o Joy in all circumstances
o Unity in the church
o Preparing for the Day of the Lord
• Are there any Discipleship Outcomes (Worshipper, Image Bearer, Member, Servant,
Missionary) emphasized in the passage? (See ‘The Marks of a Disciple’ series for more.)
Apply – The Apostle Paul prays for the Philippians’ love to “abound more and more, with
knowledge and discernment” (Phil 1:9). In short, Paul wants the Philippians to know what to love,
and how to apply that love in their day-to-day relationships and activities.
• In light of what the passage revealed about God, his work, and our identity, how does he
want you to respond in action?
• Is there something you need to turn from? To believe? Or to do in response to his Word?
• Who will you share this with and invite to join you in prayer and support?
Pray – Beyond knowing the Word and walking in obedience, God invites us to know him. Let’s
turn to him in prayer seeking his presence for his own sake.
• Pray for God’s help as you seek to act on what he has prompted in you by his Word.
• Pray for one neighbor you desire to experience and respond to the gospel through your CG?
• Pray for deepening partnership (ownership) in the gospel (Phil 1:5) among our members.
• Ask God to revive and bless the Starke family as they take sabbatical this summer.

