
 

 

32 But recall the former days when, after you were 

enlightened, you endured a hard struggle with 

sufferings, 33 sometimes being publicly exposed to 

reproach and affliction, and sometimes being partners 

with those so treated. 34 For you had compassion on 

those in prison, and you joyfully accepted the 

plundering of your property, since you knew that you 

yourselves had a better possession and an abiding 

one. 35 Therefore do not throw away your confidence, 

which has a great reward. 36 For you have need of 

endurance, so that when you have done the will of God 

you may receive what is promised. 37 For, 

“Yet a little while, 

    and the coming one will come and will not delay; 
38 but my righteous one shall live by faith, 

    and if he shrinks back, 

my soul has no pleasure in him.” 
39 But we are not of those who shrink back and are 

destroyed, but of those who have faith and preserve 

their souls. 

 

Opening Prayer 

 

Read & Examine – As you read the passage together in its context, consider these questions: 

• In your own words, what is the main idea of this passage? (Feel free to encourage individuals to read the entire 

chapter for context.) 

• In your own words, what was the main idea of the sermon?  

 

Apply – Consider how God intends to use his Word to shape your heart and life now. 

• Share your story of when you first came to know Christ or when you were early in your faith.  What was it 

like?  What were you like then?  What were some things that influenced you? What are some things that you 

did? 

• What could cause you to endure hard struggles, have compassion for others, or joyfully accept the loss of 

material things?   If difficulty comes to you, how would you approach it? 

• What is our “better possession?”  What is beautiful about that promise? 

• What does it look like to “not shrink back” or to be a people who are “not timid?”  What gives us that 

confidence?  What could that look like in our community?  What around us causes us to doubt that 

confidence?  

 

Pray: Psalm 90 (Ash Wednesday)  

Lord, you have been our dwelling place 

    in all generations. 
2 Before the mountains were brought forth, 

    or ever you had formed the earth and the world, 

    from everlasting to everlasting you are God. 
3 You return man to dust 

    and say, “Return, O children of man!” 
4 For a thousand years in your sight 

    are but as yesterday when it is past, 

    or as a watch in the night. 
5 You sweep them away as with a flood; they are like a 

dream, 

    like grass that is renewed in the morning: 
6 in the morning it flourishes and is renewed; 

    in the evening it fades and withers. 

7 For we are brought to an end by your anger; 

    by your wrath we are dismayed. 
8 You have set our iniquities before you, 

    our secret sins in the light of your presence. 
9 For all our days pass away under your wrath; 

    we bring our years to an end like a sigh. 
10 The years of our life are seventy, 

    or even by reason of strength eighty; 

yet their span is but toil and trouble; 

    they are soon gone, and we fly away. 
11 Who considers the power of your anger, 

    and your wrath according to the fear of you? 
12 So teach us to number our days 

    that we may get a heart of wisdom. 
13 Return, O Lord! How long? 

    Have pity on your servants! 
14 Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love, 



 

 

    that we may rejoice and be glad all our days. 
15 Make us glad for as many days as you have afflicted 

us, 

    and for as many years as we have seen evil. 
16 Let your work be shown to your servants, 

    and your glorious power to their children. 
17 Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us, 

    and establish the work of our hands upon us; 

    yes, establish the work of our hands! 

 


