
 

 

Pray: Suffering 

 

We do not have all the answers about why we suffer, but we do know what the answer cannot be. It cannot be that God 

doesn’t see or care, for he sent his own Son to enter into our suffering. And it cannot be a hopeless situation, for he conquered 

sin and death by raising his Son from the dead. 

 

SELECTED VERSES FROM PSALM 118 

Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever! Out of my distress I called on the Lord; the 

Lord answered me and set me free. The Lord is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation. I shall not die, but I shall 

live, and recount the deeds of the Lord. The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone. This is the Lord's doing; 

it is marvelous in our eyes. This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

WORSHIP SOURCEBOOK 

Lord, You come to us, but we do not recognize You; You call, but we do not follow; You command, but we do not obey, You 

bless us, but we do not thank you. Please forgive and help us. Lord, You accept us, but we do not accept others; You forgive 

us, but we do not forgive those who wrong us; You love us, but we do not love our neighbors. Please forgive and help us. 

Lord, You showed us how to carry out Your mission, but we still insist on our own; You identified with the poor and 

needy, but we seek our own wants and desires; You suffered and died for all, but we turn to our own comfort. In the midst 

of our lack of faith, You are always faithful! Please forgive and help us, You are the faithful one! Amen. 

 

1 PETER 5:6-11 
6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt you, 7 casting all your 

anxieties on him, because he cares for you. 8 Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a 

roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 9 Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being 

experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world. 10 And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who 

has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. 11 To him be the 

dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

 

(Portions adapted from “Journey to the Cross” – Kendal Huag and Will Walker) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 13 These all died in faith, not having received the things 

promised, but having seen them and greeted them from 

afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers 

and exiles on the earth. 14 For people who speak thus 

make it clear that they are seeking a homeland.15 If they 

had been thinking of that land from which they had 

gone out, they would have had opportunity to 

return. 16 But as it is, they desire a better country, that 

is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be 

called their God, for he has prepared for them a city.

 

Read & Examine – As you read the passage together in its context, consider these questions: 

• In your own words, what is the main idea of this passage?  

• In your own words, what was the main idea of the sermon?  

 

Apply – Consider how God intends to use his Word to shape your heart and life now. 

• What have you been learning about faith over the last few weeks?  What have you seen God showing you 

about your faith?  How have you been applying this scripture to your life? 

• How do you face the idea of “dying in faith having not received the promises but have seen them and greeted 

them from afar”?  What does it mean to approach your own death with the faith that all God’s promises are 

true?  

• How do you respond to the idea of being an “exile”?  Where does that impact your relationships and your 

desire for belonging?  What areas of life are you seeking to avoid being an exile by trying to make your 

“home” through your current circumstances?   

• What “second things” (comfort, status, joy, stability, etc.) are you putting first?  What can we do to put God 

first in these areas and find these things in our relationship with Him? 

• Reflect on the Heavenly city that God has prepared for us.  Why does this give us hope as we continue in 

faith?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


