
 

 

Pray: Sacrifice 

 

The death of the animals in Genesis 3 is the first biblical hint that atonement requires sacrifice. It points us forward to the 

ultimate sacrifice. Jesus Christ suffered and bled and died so that we could be adequately clothed—clothed in his 

righteousness. The blood of Jesus is our atonement, our covering. Just like Adam and Eve, we can’t cover our own sin. God 

must do that, and he has made that possible with the costly sacrifice of his own Son. Considering this: “I will greatly rejoice in 

the LORD; my soul shall exult in my God, for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; he has covered me with the 

robe of righteousness” (Is. 61:10). 

 

ISAIAH 6:1-7 

In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the 

temple. Above him stood the seraphim. Each had six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and 

with two he flew. And one called to another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!” 

And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and the house was filled with smoke. And I said: 

“Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have 

seen the King, the Lord of hosts!” Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that he had taken with 

tongs from the altar. And he touched my mouth and said: “Behold, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your 

sin atoned for.” 

 

BASED ON ISAIAH 1:10-17 

Almighty and merciful God, we confess to You that too often we approach You out of duty and obligation rather than 

genuine love and affection for Your presence. Forgive us for uttering songs of praise to You without being transformed by 

the truths that we are singing. Forgive us for muttering prayers of adoration to You without depending upon Your love 

and grace. And forgive us for acting as though You are pleased with our show, pretense, and religious activities, when we 

do not love our neighbor. You take no pleasure in these worthless offerings, they are an abomination to You. You will hide 

Your eyes from us, and You will not listen. We confess that we seek comfort and isolation rather than moving toward 

people, like You have moved toward us. We humbly ask that You would teach us to do what is truly good; that we would 

seek justice and correct oppression. We pray that we would love seeing things made right in this world because You have 

first made us right through the cross of Christ. Amen. 

 

Mark 14:1-9 

It was now two days before the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread. And the chief priests and the scribes were seeking 

how to arrest him by stealth and kill him, for they said, “Not during the feast, lest there be an uproar from the people.” And while 

he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he was reclining at table, a woman came with an alabaster flask of ointment 

of pure nard, very costly, and she broke the flask and poured it over his head. There were some who said to themselves 

indignantly, “Why was the ointment wasted like that? For this ointment could have been sold for more than three hundred denarii 

and given to the poor.” And they scolded her. But Jesus said, “Leave her alone. Why do you trouble her? She has done a beautiful 

thing to me. For you always have the poor with you, and whenever you want, you can do good for them. But you will not always 

have me. She has done what she could; she has anointed my body beforehand for burial. And truly, I say to you, wherever the 

gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will be told in memory of her.” 

 

(Portions adapted from “Journey to the Cross” – Kendal Huag and Will Walker) 

 



 

 

 23 By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for 

three months by his parents, because they saw that the 

child was beautiful, and they were not afraid of the 

king's edict. 24 By faith Moses, when he was grown 

up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's 

daughter, 25 choosing rather to be mistreated with the 

people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of 

sin. 26 He considered the reproach of Christ greater 

wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking 

to the reward. 27 By faith he left Egypt, not being afraid 

of the anger of the king, for he endured as seeing him 

who is invisible. 28 By faith he kept the Passover and 

sprinkled the blood, so that the Destroyer of the 

firstborn might not touch them. 
29 By faith the people crossed the Red Sea as on dry 

land, but the Egyptians, when they attempted to do the 

same, were drowned. 30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell 

down after they had been encircled for seven days. 31 By 

faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who 

were disobedient, because she had given a friendly 

welcome to the spies. 

 

Read & Examine – As you read the passage together in its context, consider these questions: 

• In your own words, what is the main idea of this passage?  

• In your own words, what was the main idea of the sermon?  

 

Apply – Consider how God intends to use his Word to shape your heart and life now. 

• Over the last few weeks we have been talking about faith.  What have you learned about faith?  What have you 

learned about yourself?  What are ways you have been applying the scripture in your life? 

• Of what are you afraid?  What causes you to feel worry or anxiety?  How can we apply this scripture to those 

fears?  What is the greater reality that exists?  How can you walk in that?  

• Is God big in your heart?  What is great and wonderful about God?  How can you spend more time meditating on 

his greatness?   

• Is your faith active or passive?  What drives the decisions of your life?  How does your faith inform your actions?   

• Who in your life are you afraid to share your faith with?  Who in your life can you share the good news of Christ 

with in faith?   

• What is God’s agenda for YOU in response to this passage? 

o What is God’s agenda for you as you apply this passage to your life? 

o How can we as a group help you do that this week? 

 

 


